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G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
Judas Maccabeus (1745)

Libretto: Thomas Morell
Translation to Hebrew: Oded Amir
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ACT ONE
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1. Overture

anmo .1

2. Chorus: Israelites

Chorus of Israelites, men and women,
lamenting the death of Mattathias, the father of
Judas Maccabaeus.

Mourn, ye afflicted children,
the remains

Of captive Judah,

mourn in solemn strains;

Your sanguine hopes of liberty
give o'er,

Your hero, friend and father
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3. Chorus: Israelites

O Father, whose Almighty pow'r

The Heav'ns, and earth, and seas adore;
The hearts of Judah, thy delight,

In one defensive band unite.

And grant a leader bold, and brave,

If not to conquer, born to save.
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4. Accompagnato: Simon (bass)

| feel, | feel the deity within,

Who, the bright cherubim between,

His radiant glory erst display'd;

To Israel's distressful pray'r

He hath vouchsafe'd a gracious ear,
And points out Maccabaeus to their aid:
Judas shall set the captive free,

And lead us all to victory.

5. Air

Arm, arm, ye brave! A noble cause,

The cause of Heav'n your zeal demands.

In defence of your nation, religion, and laws,

The Almighty Jehovah will strengthen your hands.

Arm, arm. . .
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6. Chorus: Israelites

We come, we come, in bright array,
Judah, thy sceptre to obey.
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7. Air: Judas Maccabaeus (tenor)

Call forth thy pow'rs, my soul, and dare
The conflict of unequal war.

Great is the glory of the conqu'ring sword,
That triumphs in sweet liberty restor'd.
Call forth.

(V) onn AT anr L7

220 TIY 'wAY7 ,'w9] NIy
22772 M22 TV 2R 7Y
,NDN7 110N IKa
PT7 AW NN
KallY]

8. Air: Israelitish Man (alto)

‘Tis liberty, dear liberty alone,

That gives fresh beauty to the sun;
That bids all nature look more gay,

And lovely life with pleasure steal away.
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9. Duet: Israelitish Woman (soprano) and Man
(alto)

Come, ever-smiling liberty,

And with thee bring thy jocund train.
For thee we pant, and sigh for thee,
With whom eternal pleasures reign.
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10. Chorus: Israelites

Lead on, lead on! Judah disdains
The galling load of hostile chains.
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11. Recitative: Judas Maccabaeus (tenor)

So will'd my father now at rest

In the eternal mansions of the blest:
"Can ye behold," said he "the miseries,

In which the long-insulted Judah lies?
Can ye behold their dire distress,

And not, at least, attempt redress?"
Then, faintly, with expiring breath,
"Resolve, my sons, on liberty, or death!"
We come! Oh see, thy sons prepare

The rough habiliments of war;

With hearts intrepid, and revengeful hands,
To execute, O sire, thy dread commands.
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12. Chorus: Semi-chorus of Israelitish Men

Disdainful of danger, we'll rush on the foe,
That Thy pow'r, O Jehovah,
all nations may know.
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ACT TWO
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13. Duet and Chorus: Israelitish Woman
(soprano) and Man (contralto), Israelites

Hail, hail, Judea, happy land!
Salvation prospers in his hand.

(v'7x-n10R) NI (N910) NWK 7Nl baIT 13
xw' ma e

InTIin 290 ,nnnw yax
.NT AWAYN ,NI9N N7INA

14. Air and Chorus: Israelitish Woman
(soprano) and Israelites

Ah! wretched, wretched Israel! fall'n, how low,
From joyous transport to desponding woe.
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15. Air: Simon(bass)

The Lord worketh wonders
His glory to raise;

And still, as he thunders,
Is fearful in praise.

(02) pynw :nx .15

IN'7'nnY? 'R
;0'0"1 771NN
,iny1 XN
.0'wyn 1"dn

16. Air: Judas Maccabaeus (tenor)

Sound an alarm! Your silver trumpets sound,
And call the brave, and only brave, around.
Who listeth, follow: to the field again!

Justice with courage is a thousand men.
Sound an alarm...

Chorus: Israelites

We hear, we hear the pleasing dreadful call,
And follow thee to conquest; if to fall,

For laws, religion, liberty, we fall
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17. Air: Israelitish Woman (soprano)

Wise men, flatt'ring, may deceive us
With their vain, mysterious art;
Magic charms can ne'er relieve us,
Nor can heal the wounded heart.
But true wisdom can relieve us,
Godlike wisdom from above;

This alone can ne'er deceive us,
This alone all pains remove.

Wise men...
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18. Duet and Chorus: Israelitish Woman
(soprano) and Man (contralto), Israelites

Oh, never, never bow we down
To the rude stock or sculptur'd stone.
We worship God, and God alone.
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ACT THREE
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19. Air: High Priest (contralto)

Father of Heav'n! From Thy eternal throne,
Look with an eye of blessing down,

While we prepare with holy rites,

To solemnize the feasts of lights.

And thus our grateful hearts employ;

And in Thy praise

This altar raise,

With carols of triumphant joy.

Father of Heav'n.
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20. Chorus

Youths (first and second soprano, alto)
See, the conqu'ring hero comes!

Sound the trumpets, beat the drums.
Sports prepare, the laurel bring,

Songs of triumph to him sing.

Virgins (first and second soprano)
See the godlike youth advance!
Breathe the flutes, and lead the dance;
Myrtle wreaths, and roses twine,

To deck the hero's brow divine.

Israelites (full chorus)

See, the conqu'ring hero comes!
Sound the trumpets, beat the drums.
Sports prepare, the laurel bring,
Songs of triumph to him sing.

See, the conqu'ring hero comes!
Sound the trumpets, beat the drums.
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21. March
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22. Soli and Chorus: Israelites (alto, tenor and chorus)

Sing unto God, and high affections raise,
To crown this conquest with unmeasur'd praise.
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23. Air: Judas Maccabaeus (tenor)

With honour let desert be crown'd,

The trumpet ne'er in vain shall sound,;

But, all attentive to alarms,

The willing nations fly to arms,

And, conquering or conquer'd, claim the prize
Of happy earth, or far more happy skies.
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24. Duet: Israelitish Woman and Man (soprano,
alto)

O lovely peace, with plenty crown'd,

Come, spread thy blessings all around.

Let fleecy flocks the hills adorn,

And vallies smile with wavy corn.

Let the shrill trumpet cease, nor other sound
But nature's songsters wake the cheerful morn.
O lovely peace...
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25. Air: Simon (bass)

Rejoice, O Judah, and, in songs divine,
With cherubim and seraphim harmonious join!
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26. Chorus: Israelites

Hallelujah! Amen.
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